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luminary which expels the darkness of sin, thus inquired
of the priests. ' Lords! when the world was overwhelmed
with the misery and horrors of a drought, was there
nothing done by Bud'ha in his time, for the alleviation of
the world ?'

"They then propounded the 'Gangdrohana Suttan/ of
.Bud;ha. Having listened thereto, causing a perfect image
of Bud'ha to be made of gold, for the tooth-relic, and
placing the stone or refection dish of the divine teacher
filled with water, on the joined hands of that image, and
raising it into his state car, he went through the ceremony
of receiving (Sila/ which confers consolation on all living
beings \ and made the multitude also submit to the same
ceremony, and distributed alms. Having decorated the
capital like to a heavenly city, surrounded by all the
priests resident in the island, he descended into the main
street. There, the assembled priests, chanting forth the
* Eatanasuttan/ and at the same time sprinkling water,
arranged themselves in the street at the end of which the
palace was situated, and continued throughout the three
great divisions of the night, to perambulate round its
enclosing wall. At the rising of the sun, a torrent of
rain descended as it would cleave the earth. All the sick
and crippled sported about with joy. The king then issued
the following command: ' Should there, at any time, be
another affliction of drought and sickness in this island,
do ye observe the like ceremonies/ "l One more instance
of the Lamaism of the west, from the excellent authority
lately quoted. "Relics are ever touching the sick, the
diseased, the wounded, sometimes with no result at all, at
other times with marked and undeniable efficacy." * What
says the Buddhism of LYNCES-TIS, (Lanca's Land/) and

1 Mahawoaeo, pp. 248, 249.

* Dr. Newman's Lectures, or Birm. Myth., p. 286.

? Ceylon and the Himalayas.